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Before they focus in on their native language, babies have an amazing ability to hear and absorb
sounds that adults unconsciously block out, like the subtleties of a foreign language. Baby’s First
Words in Italian is an introduction to the sounds of Italian and “locks in” a child’s ability to learn
these sounds.Created by linguistic experts, Baby’s First Words in Italian is designed for
newborns to toddlers up to two years old. Each package includes:·60 minute CD of sweet and
soothing songs, rhymes, words and stories·Parents’ guide that explains how children learn
languages·Lyric sheet so that parents can sing along to the songs on the CD with their children

From School Library JournalGrade 2–5—A simple and heartfelt paean to the Pack Horse
Librarians of the 1930s who were part of a WPA program founded to take books to remote areas.
Cal and his family live high in the Appalachian hills. He's proud to be a hard worker and scorns
his sister, who'd read all day if allowed. When a stranger appears on horseback to deliver books,
Cal wants nothing to do with her until one winter evening when she braves the snowy mountain
to deliver her goods. Her courage and strong will make him realize that her job must be very
important, so he asks his sister to teach him to read. Henson's free-verse narrative is peppered
with colloquialisms and authentic-sounding language that might be tricky for some readers, but
lend immediacy and atmosphere to the story. Done in pale browns and greens, Small's signature
ink-and-watercolor illustrations depict an austere mountain home and the hardscrabble lives of
family members who have little to spare. Cal's expressions of resentment and anger, and then
his acceptance and enjoyment of reading, are shown with simple yet effective lines. Pair this
poignant book with Kathi Appelt and Jeanne Cannella Schmitzer's Down Cut Shin Creek
(HarperCollins, 2001) for an excellent unit on these dedicated women and for a great discussion
starter on the importance of books.—Angela J. Reynolds, Annapolis Valley Regional Library,
Bridgetown, NS, CanadaCopyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistCal describes his way-up mountain home—“So high / we
hardly sight / a soul”—but that changes when the Book Woman, a traveling librarian, rides up to
the house. The Book Woman is a boon for Cal’s sister, Lark, “the readenest child you ever did
see,” but no use to Cal, who is not “born / to sit so stoney-still / a-starin at some chicken
scratch.” However, he is impressed by the librarian, who rides in all weather; finally, he asks Lark
to teach him to read. This tribute to the Pack Horse Librarians of Appalachia has a lyric, simple
style that lends itself to reading aloud. Henson, a Kentucky native, creates a reliable narrator in
Cal, whose journey to reading is gentle and believable. There are a couple of stereotypes here
(Mother is pregnant and barefoot), but overall, the mixed-media illustrations (ink, watercolor,
pastel) support the text’s genial flow. Mountains and sky achieve a lofty spaciousness that
makes the Book Woman’s ride even more impressive. An author’s note gives background on the



WPA’s Pack Horse Librarian program. Grades 2-4. --Janice Del NegroAbout the AuthorHeather
Henson lives on a farm in Kentucky with her husband and three children, is the managing
director of the Pioneer Playhouse, and is the author of several critically acclaimed picture books
and novels, including Dream of Night, The Whole Sky, and the Christopher Award–winning That
Book Woman.David Small is the Caldecott Award–winning illustrator of So You Want to Be
President? by Judith St. George. He also received Caldecott Honors for The Gardener by Sarah
Stewart and One Cool Friend by Toni Buzzeo. He’s illustrated dozens of other award-winning
books, including That Book Woman by Heather Henson and The Underneath by Kathi Appelt,
and lives in Michigan with his wife, Sarah Stewart.Read more
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Dawn De Lorenzo, “Nonna and Nonno's Favorite!. My in-laws are native italian, from Calabria,
and we really want our six month old daughter to learn to speak the language. I purchased this
CD so that we don't miss the critical period in her development at which time she begins to "tune
out" other languages. This CD is awesome! The songs, poems, and parentese are all fun and
catchy and Nonna and Nonno say the lyrics are very sweet! The book itself is worth the price.
The author of the book is an Assistant Professor of Speech and Language Pathology and
Director of the Speech Production and Perception Lab at Teacher's College, Columbia
University. This is the table of contents for the book:~ Introduction to the PackageChapter One:
Critical Periods For Birds and BabiesChapter Two: Helping Your Baby TalkChapter Three:
Multilingualism: Is There Room For Two Or More Languages In One Brain?Chapter Four: Babies
Learn To Talk: Steps In Language Devleopment From Womb To TwoChapter Five: Making the
Most Of the CDChapter Six: The Sounds Of Italian~Basic Italian For Parents~Resources For
Parents~References~IndexIn Chapter Five there is a detailed expaination of how the CD is
arranged: "The CD is divided into four sections corresponding to the first four six-month periods
of your baby's development. The songs, rhymes, ans speech sounds have been carefully
designed to emphasize the important aspects of Italian that your child is uniquely open to
absorbing at each developmental stage. Each section contains all the sounds in the Italian
inventory so that your child may continue to perceive them accurately" (pg. 51).The four sections
of the CD are:1. Rhythm and oohs: Newborns to 6 months2. Oohs and aahs: 6 to 12 months3.
Words of wisdom: 12 to 18 months4. Aha-language! 18 to 24 monthsThe lyrics for all of the
songs, poems, rhymes, and parentese are included in both Italian and English. If you want your
little one to be exposed to the Italian language this CD is a must-have!Please note that the CD
titled Baby's First STEPS In Italian 
  
Baby's First Steps in Italian

  
  
is the exact same CD as this one only it was published earlier under that title. I made the
mistake of thinking it was a different CD and purchased it twice.If you would like more Italian
music for your little one, I highly recommend 



  
Canzoni Per Bambini, Volume I

  
  
     and 
  
Canzoni Per Bambini, Vol. 2

  
  
    .”

Jenny T, “Lively, fun, and excellent Children's CD!!!. Bought this CD for my 3 month daughter for
Christmas...my husband's family is first generation in America from Italy and so he is fluent in the
language...we both wanted to expose our daughter to other languages (and especially Italian
because she will be hearing it quite often among my inlaws). Even though I don't speak Italian, I
enjoy this CD quite a lot...and my daughter seems to smile and laugh when it's on. The songs
are catchy and easy to follow...in the process I'm learning Italian too!!! Of course there are some
songs that once you listen to it you can't get it out of your mind (but isn't that typical of many
children's songs). The booklet that comes with the CD has great ideas on exposing your child to
a language. I had a hard time picking up other languages in middle school and high school
because I missed the window of opportunity to make it easier for me...so I highly recommend
this to anyone who wants to expose their child to other languages while they are babies. I might
even purchase the other language CDs too...even if our daughter doesn't become fluent in these
other languages, I think it's great to expose her to the sounds of the other languages.”



bellaree, “love this still.... The whole CD is in italian. It is filled with italian nursery rhymes and
songs. I bought this 3 years ago for my son and we still listen to it, he is 5. I used to play it at
night befre bed, in the morning or while he was playing in his room.The cover book has all of the
words in italian translated into english. It also has the songs separated by age according to how
they learn language. I absolutely love this!”

Ann Lee, “Baby Italian. I purchased this as gift, and frankly have had no feedback from the
parents as of yet. However, I thought it was a fun gift to give...especially since the baby's
grandfather was born in Italy and still speaks Italian. Toys are quickly outgrown, but if the CD is
used, this will have a lasting impact.”

Sveta K, “Great CD. I was searching for a good Italian CD for a long time, I did not want any
translation or explanations in English, just pure Italian songs or rhymes. This CD was the one.
My little one ( 20 month old) enjoys listening to these songs and repeats words from the rhymes
all the time.”

Claudia J., “This cd is great! The singer has a sweet voice and the .... This cd is great! The
singer has a sweet voice and the cd is very educational, the songs are fun and others soft. Very
pleased, I'm going to buy another language.”

Miss P, “Very well done product. My husband & I are both teachers, and we found this CD to be
of excellent quality. I was truly impressed with the variety of songs & dialogue that are offered on
it. It's helping both of us to improve our Italian as we teach our daughter.”

Mrs. S. Ibbotson, “Very good CD. Bought this CD for my daughter when she was 6 months old
and would play it during her bedtime routine. She really loves it and would sing along with the
songs and rhymes. As she has grown up she has continued to enjoy it, she is nearly 3 now. I
have also found on long car journeys, when she has started to get upset - just put it on and she
immediately calms down and starts to sing along until she falls asleep. Also bought the Spanish
one which she equally loves.  Would recommend”

M Rose, “Excellent CD. This CD is a mix of spoken words and songs. The words are quite
complex so beginners won't be able to understand, but a good translation is provided. The
usefulness comes from hearing the intonation and word construction. The songs are also quite
catchy and tuneful. After a few times of playing I started to sing along to the tunes myself. My
twin boys who are now 21 months old really enjoy this CD, so it gets played a lot!”

Jacqui, “Five Stars. Happy and fun to listen to”

The book by Michael Kracht has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 31 people have provided feedback.
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